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Highlights 
 
 

• 7,085 children now have access to temporary 
learning spaces in Shefa and Tafea provinces. 

• 14,718 early childhood and primary school 
children have received learning materials and 
school supplies. 

• At least 90 per cent of primary school children at 
functioning schools on Tanna Island have 
returned to school. 

• 98 per cent of targeted children aged 6 months 
to 5 years in Shefa, Sanma and Tafea provinces 
have been vaccinated against measles. 

• 2,431 children in primary school have been 
provided with functioning water and sanitation 
facilities 

• Additional funding has been approved for the 
expansion of routine outreach immunization 
services from two to all six provinces of Vanuatu 

• Launch of Strategic Action Recovery Plan by 
Government of Vanuatu 

 

VANUATU 
 
166,600 people on 22 islands 
affected, including 82,000 children 
 

24,336 children under 5 years of 
age reached by immunization 
teams 
 

14,718 children in Early Childhood 
Care and Education Centres and 
primary schools have received 
learning materials and school 
supplies 

Cyclone Pam 
Relief and 
Recovery 

Situation Report 
19 

6 - 16 May 2015   

 

Photo Caption: People of Tanna, Vanuatu, volunteered to 
unload 300 cubic metres of emergency education supplies 
for their children. Credit: UNICEF, SJ Molendijk 
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Overview and Coordination 
 

Start of humanitarian response: 14 March 2015 

Estimated Affected Population: 166,600       (Source: Flash Appeal launched on 24 March 2015) 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 166,600 83,300 83,300 

Children Affected (Under 18)1 82,000 41,000 41,000 
Children Under Five2 29,332 15,282 14,050 
Children 6 to 23 Months3 8,800 4,580 4,220 
Pregnant Women4 7,650 N/A 7,650 

 

The Government decided to end the Humanitarian Action Plan in June, and deployed OCHA staff will soon 
depart. The Government published the Post Disaster Needs Assessment that describes and quantifies the cost 
of damages and losses sustained by the key sectors in the country.  The government has used this Assessment 
as the basis for its Strategic Action Plan that will bridge humanitarian actions to recovery and development 
interventions.  A donor conference was held on the 15 May where the government’s recovery framework was 
presented to around 100 participants. Donors including the New Zealand and Australian government and the 
World Bank are already in country and engaging with line ministries in recovery planning.   

 

At present access to safe water and shelter are the two very pressing and interrelated needs of affected people 
because water reserves have not been replenished and rain water harvesting is still not repaired in many 
communities.  The linkage between humanitarian and recovery programmes is vital at this phase because the 
long term reconstruction and shelter/housing relief programmes are required in order for the humanitarian water 
harvesting systems to be repaired.   

 

UNICEF response  

 
 
 

Education 
 
An additional 350 children in Shefa Province now have access to school tents and learning materials, bringing 
the total number of children with access to temporary learning spaces to 7,085. Some 14,718 children have 
received learning materials and school supplies in Shefa and Tafea provinces through UNICEF support.  

After a recent monitoring visit to Tanna, the Provincial Education Office reported that up to 90 per cent of primary 
school children have returned to school. However, most of the Early Childhood Care and Education centres 
(ECCE) in Tafea Province were damaged by the cyclone and reconstruction cannot be completed fast enough 
to get children back into safe learning spaces. The provincial ECCE coordinator is concerned that the majority 
of the 119 centres are not yet operational three weeks after children were due to return to learning. ECCE 
teachers have expressed concern that the centres might not re-open in 2015 due to the lack of learning spaces. 
This would impede young children from important early learning, psycho social recovery and negatively impact 
on enrolment for grade 1 in 2016. 

 

 

                                                        
1 The NDMO estimates the number of affected children to be 70,000. However, the total number of children residing in the affected provinces 

exceeds this estimate. 
2 Number of children aged under 5 in five affected provinces (SOURCE: NDMO projected figures in 2013). 
3 Number of children aged 6-23 months in five affected provinces (SOURCE: NDMO projected figures in 2013 and WHO Emergency tool 6.3 Ref 

Values, March 2012). 
4 Number of pregnant women in five affected provinces (SOURCE: NDMO projected figures in 2013 and WHO Emergency tool 6.3 Ref Values, 

March 2012). 
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Health and Nutrition 
 
Through UNICEF support to the Ministry of Health, the measles campaign concluded last week with 98 per cent 
coverage of the 25,000 targeted children aged 6 to 59 months in three affected islands in Shefa, Sanma and 
Tafea. Final rapid convenience assessments and mop up activities on Efate and Santo involving the checking 
of baby cards by health workers and information from mothers and caregivers confirm this: 99 per cent of the 
507 children aged 6 to 59 months on Efate (in 14 villages and 280 households) and 92 per cent of the 745 
children aged 6 to 59 months on Santo (in 10 villages and 504 households) have received measles vaccine. 
 
UNICEF has supported the Lenakel Hospital on Tanna through the provision of a 72 m2 tent. This health facility 
serves as expanded Maternal and Child Health clinic with a catchment population of 35,000. 
 
To date, 35 cases of severe acute malnutrition (with complications) in children aged 6 to 59 months, and two 
cases in children aged under 6 months have been identified and treated at three inpatient treatment facilities: 
Lenakel, Vila Central Hospital and the Northern District Hospital. 
 
The Ministry of Health and UNICEF, through Save the Children, have officially launched the Micronutrient 
Powder campaign in Ambrym; the first affected area to receive the micronutrients. Implementation began with 
programme sensitisation, the development of Information, Education and Communication materials, training 
village health workers and meeting with provincial and village-level leaders. Nutrition supplies have been 
released to the central medial store for distribution to 66 health facilities in affected areas, and height boards 
and scales have been given to Save the Children to assist with training, growth monitoring and other nutrition 
programming in affected areas. 
 
Australian Aid (DFAT) approved additional funding of US$250,000 for the expansion of routine outreach 
immunization services from two to six provinces, with the integration of micronutrient powder distribution during 
outreach services. 
 
 
 
 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)  
 
Some 40,209 people including women and children have been provided with access to sufficient water of 
appropriate quality and quantity for drinking, cooking, and maintaining personal hygiene. UNICEF, in partnership 
with The Salvation Army, provided WASH and Dignity Kits, additional water purification tablets and tarpaulins 
for the repatriation of 37 families to Mataso. With OXFAM, UNICEF has conducted de-sludging, disinfection and 
refilling of open rainwater tanks that were damaged by the cyclone.  
 
To date, through UNICEF support, 43,162 people affected by the cyclone have benefited from hygiene and 
sanitation promotion messages, while 26,281 people have been provided with sanitation and hygiene supplies. 
In partnership with Care, UNICEF has also distributed WASH kits to Whitesands and Middlebush in Tanna. 
Distribution is complemented with an animated demonstration of handwashing and other good hygiene practices. 
Some 15,200 pocket-sized hygiene messages have been provided to partners for distribution. 
 
UNICEF and partners have provided 2,431 children at primary schools with functioning water and supply facilities 
(exceeding the planned target of 2,000 children). UNICEF, ADRA and Save the Children have also begun the 
rehabilitation of sanitation facilities in schools and public areas in Ambrym and Epi. 
 
UNICEF continues to support the Government with the coordination of the WASH Cluster, including information 
management, sharing of knowledge and concerns among members for better problem solving, reducing gaps, 
avoiding duplication, and synergising with other Clusters’ work, especially in shelter, education and health. 
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Child Protection 

 
Through UNICEF support to the Government, 729 children in Sanma and Tafea have been newly registered or 
re-issued birth certificates. The rollout of the six registration teams on Tanna began on 11 May and is ongoing 
in all seven Area Councils. 
 

Communication for Development (C4D) and Advocacy 
 
UNICEF launched a radio talk show on Radio Vanuatu on 8 May. The weekly pre-recorded show is in Bislama 
and is broadcast twice a week (on Fridays and Sundays). The aim of the first show was to promote the ongoing 
national birth registration campaign. Running in conjunction with the radio programme is a weekly article in the 
local newspaper, the Vanuatu Daily Post, which reaches approximately 3,000 people.  
 
UNICEF has also published other stories, including social media content and content for programmes looking 
at the way supplies, including tents and education materials, are reaching children. Video recordings by children 
affected by the Cyclone have been disseminated and viewed, to give people a better understanding of children’s 
perspectives.  
 
UNICEF has deployed international and national field monitors to talk to children and caregivers about the aid 
they have received and their critical needs; this information is provided to Government Cluster leaders and 
Cluster members and is proving a valuable modality for them to participate in aid rather than be passive 
recipients. 

 
Supply and Logistics  
 
The Ministry of Education received another shipment of UNICEF’s school-in-a-box kits and tarpaulins for schools 
this week. UNICEF is expecting 70 sets of community-based newborn kits to arrive on 31 May. These will be 
used to strengthen essential newborn care services in health centres and dispensaries in the affected islands of 
Tafea, Penama, and Malampa. An additional 18 solar powered refrigerators are en route to Vanuatu and are 
expected to arrive at the end of May.   
 

Funding 
 

UNICEF has now secured 90 per cent of the funds required to deliver life-saving aid to thousands of children 
and their families in Vanuatu, Kiribati, Tuvalu and Solomon Islands. An additional US$ 1 million is needed for 
the rest of 2015, especially for education and child protection and to cover expensive transport costs to reach 
remote islands.   
 
UNICEF Pacific and its field office in Vanuatu are very grateful to have received funds from Australia, Estonia, 
France, Japan, Lithuania, the United Kingdom, the UNICEF National Committee for Australia, the UNICEF 
National Committee for New Zealand, the UNICEF National Committee for the United Kingdom, the Japan 
Committee for UNICEF, the United States Fund for UNICEF, the UNICEF National Committee for France, the 
OFC and UNOCHA. These contributions have allowed UNICEF to reach children and families with much-needed 
support.  
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Results 

 
 
 

                                                        
5 Targets are for Vanuatu 
6 WASH results reported in UNICEF SitRep 18 were Cluster results and not the UNICEF-specific results 
7 In the previous UNICEF SitRep the number of children reported as accessing psychosocial support and DRR messages was 60, However this number 

corresponds to children who participated in the field testing of the materials 

 Cluster 2015 Target 
Cluster 

Total Results 
UNICEF 2015 

Target5 
UNICEF 

Total Results 

NUTRITION 

Number of targeted caregivers of children 0-23 months with 
access to IYCF counselling 

6,500 4,207 6,500 4,207 

Number of children 6-59 months receiving micronutrient 
supplementation 

12,500 
Intervention to 
be initiated 

12,500 
Intervention to 
be initiated 

HEALTH 

Number of children 6-59 months vaccinated against 
measles 

25,000 24,336 25,000 24,336 

Number of national cold room and cold chain equipment 
restored 

31 
 

18 31 
 

18 

Number of affected primary health care facilities with 
adequate newborn care kits and services  

60 
 

12 25 
 

12 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of emergency-affected population provided with 
access to safe water as per agreed standards 

110,000 

 
67,238 

 
70,000 

 
40,2096 

 

Number of emergency-affected population provided with 
sanitation and hygiene supplies 

110,000 
 

67,238 
 

70,000 
 

26,281  

Number of emergency-affected population benefiting from 
hygiene and sanitation promotion messages 

110,000 
 

70,659 
 

70,000 
 

43,162 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children and adolescents provided with access to 
safe spaces for trauma relief through psychosocial support, 
socialization, play and learning  

20,000 

 
345 20,000 

 
345 

Number of parents/caregivers provided with information on 
reducing psychosocial stress 

6,400 
 

27 6,400 
 

27 

Number of youths, girls and boys oriented as peer educators 
on prevention of violence 

100 
 

52 100 
 

52 

Number of service providers oriented on child protection in 
emergencies 

350 
 

58 350 
 

58 

Number of children provided with replacement birth 
registration documentation 

6,400 729 6,400 
 

729 

EDUCATION 

Number of affected preschool and primary school children 
with access to temporary learning spaces (TLS) 

22,000 7,585 16,000 7,085 

Number of preschool and school age children that have 
received learning materials and school supplies 

22,540 14,718 22,540 14,718 

Number of education service providers (ECE and Primary) 
oriented in psychosocial support and DRR messaging 

1,004 
Data 

collection 
ongoing 

944 
Data 

collection 
ongoing 

Number of emergency-affected children (ECE & Primary) 
accessing psychosocial support and DRR key messages 

19,000 
Intervention to 
be initiated7 

10,000 
Intervention to 
be initiated 
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UNICEF spokespeople 
  
Vanuatu: 
Ketsamay Rajphangthong 
Email: krajphangthong@unicef.org  
Mobile: +678 776 2306 
 
Mark Choonoo 
Email: mchoonoo@unicef.org 
Mobile: +678 547 7792 
 
 
For more information, please contact:  
 
Karen B. Allen     Isabelle Austin 
Representative    Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Pacific    UNICEF Pacific 
Tel: +679 9925 427    Tel: +679 9925 613 
 


